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Dear Parents and Guardians,
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2019
14 -16 May
Next week students in Grades 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be undertaking NAPLAN tests in literacy
NAPLAN
and numeracy. Students are assessed on their writing, reading, grammar, spelling and
mathematics skills. This year all tests will be completed online except for the Grade 3
st
writing assessment which will be done on paper. The tests provide us with valuable
21 May
information about student strengths and weaknesses and assist us with planning for their
Big Science
learning. It is important that parents reassure children that this is one of many assessments
Competition
that we use to determine how to support learning at our school and we have been
Grades 7-10
providing opportunities for students to become familiar with the style of questions over
recent weeks so that they can feel more comfortable about the process.
th
The new online format means that the tests vary as students’ progress through them. If
27 May
students are finding questions too difficult then they are provided with ones at an easier
2020 Grade 7
level. Another major change is that we can now run the tests over almost two weeks,
Information
rather than having to fit them into four days. The tests begin next Tuesday and we are
Evening
hoping that if technology does not fail us we should be able to get through most of the
th
28 May Grade assessments by the end of the week.
9/10 Science & The benefits of participating in NAPLAN testing:
•
NAPLAN tests the skills that are essential for every child to progress through
Engineering
school and life such as reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy.
Challenge
•
NAPLAN results provide valuable information on how your child is progressing
29th May Hobart against national minimum standards of literacy and numeracy skills expected for each year
College
level.
Production for •
The NAPLAN tests provide you as parents with an individual report that shows
Secondary
your child’s results and a comparison of your child’s performance against all other
Students
Australian students in their year level.
•
Teachers use the NAPLAN results to determine your child’s areas of strength and
where future focus is required and how best to provide support or extension activities.
•
School teachers use the online NAPLAN Toolkit to analyse your child’s results. The
For more dates Toolkit provides detailed information right down to the individual question with links to
click on Calendar teaching strategies.
at the following •
Principals, senior staff and others use NAPLAN results to inform school planning
address
and to allocate resources and support including informing decisions around targeted
www.woodbridge programs and initiatives for individuals and groups.
school.org.au
The best way you can assist your child is by helping them to feel comfortable about the
nature and purpose of the tests, and assure them that the tests will give them an
Parents
opportunity to show what they have learned in class.
Emergency No.
For more information about the national tests, please visit the national NAPLAN website
0427 303 701
at: http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/naplan.html
th

th

Student Absence
Contact No.
6267 4205

Nut Free School
A reminder to parents that we are a nut free school, today a bag of nuts was found on
the school grounds. As we have a number of students who have an anaphylactic reaction
to nuts (which could potentially cause death) we would like to ask that nuts and products
containing nuts are not included in lunch boxes. Thank you for you corporation.

WOODBRIDGE WORDS
Whole School Cross Country
On Monday 6th May, Woodbridge School students competed in our whole school Cross Country
Carnival. We based ourselves on the bottom oval where students from all age groups were able
to participate in running or walking events in our beautiful local environment. A big congratulations
to all students who participated and a big thanks to all those parents and family members who
came along to support our students. From this carnival the Huon and Channel representative team
and the Inter High representative team will be selected. A big thank-you to Kaspar Deane and
Renee Britton for organising such a fantastic event. More information to follow.

News from the Woodbridge School Kitchen
I am very happy to share with the Woodbridge School Community that we have once again been
the recipients of the generosity of the Kettering Social Club.
At the end of last year it became apparent that we would need additional stoves in the kitchen to
accommodate up 26 students in 2019 when the kitchen was only equipped for 20.
After hearing of the situation Mr Peter Brooking (Jumbo), Amanda Crisp and other members of
the Kettering Social Club stepped in and not only paid for the purchase of two new stoves but also
paid for their installation. Our students and I am very grateful as it has enabled each pair of students
to have access to their own stove.

Wellbeing Team
We are looking for community and family members to be a part of a Wellbeing Project to help the
school community focus on activities to improve student mental health and wellbeing. We have
surveyed secondary students and staff and have a few ideas about how to proceed but we would
like your input. We are looking for people who are:
• Interested in improving mental health in the school and community
• Willing to attend meetings on Tuesday mornings (1-2 per term)
• Able to work as a team
• Able to organise and facilitate projects.
If you are interested please email Amy Robinson at amy.robinson@education.tas.gov.au with the
following information:
o Name
o What interests you about this project?
o What do you think you could bring to this team?
Hamish Cunningham
Principal
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Kate
Students in grade 8 have been studying visual narratives with a focus on graphic novels and picture
books. They have been working hard on using angles, expressions, perspective and colour to make their
readers understand more about their story than through just reading descriptions. Their assessment task
required them to either make an 8 page picture book or a 3 page graphic novel. They have worked on
making sure their images and text work together to create meaning. Their task required them to develop
an engaging story plot with two or three characters which experience complications on their
journey. They had to then explain why they chose particular features to use in their story and how they
aimed to specifically influence their readers.
Kate’s work here is part of her story titled ‘Clare and Mary’s Adventure’ where two friends go
bushwalking and become lost before Clare injures herself after accidentally falling off a cliff and is saved
by a rescue helicopter. The section shown here shows how Kate has used colour to identify each
character, perspective to show the isolation of the girls and varied panel sizes to show setting and action.

Curriculum Links
-

Students understand how the selection of text structures is influenced by the selection of language mode and
how this varies for different purposes and audiences
Students understand how the selection of language features can be used for particular purposes and effects
Students create texts for different purposes, selecting language (visual too), to influence audience response
When creating and editing texts to create specific effects, students take into account intended purposes and
the needs and interests of audiences
Students demonstrate understanding of grammar, select vocabulary for effect and use accurate spelling and
punctuation.
Students explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used to represent different ideas
Through combining ideas, images and language features from other texts, students show how ideas can be
expressed in new ways.
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Woolworths Earn & Learn is back. Collect stickers
from Woolworths between 1st May and the 25th of June,
you can place your stickers in the boxes at either of
the two Woolworths in Kingston or in the boxes at
school.

Grade 8 Fusion Ropes Course
The Year 8 students attended the Ropes Course last week Tuesday. It was a very positive day
for those students who attended. The students worked together to achieve different group
challenges as well as pushed themselves to undertake the high ropes course. Overall it was an
excellent day of team building and resilience.
Here is what students said they learned from the challenges:
- I learnt that even though I was scared the whole time I could do it and I’d do it again.
- To take a step out of my comfort zone and even if you are a bit nervous just give it a go!
- That I can do anything even if I think I can’t if I change my thoughts to positive and give it
a go.
- I can actually have some good contributions and ideas and that I can get really anxious
about somethings but I need to confront my fears.
- To push myself
- That 8B is actually really nice
- It is fun to work with the other class
- Even though I usually don’t like being around people other than my friends and I don’t
enjoy socialising I enjoyed doing the group activities, which was surprising to me.
- Give new things a go
- I am not as afraid of heights as I thought

Woodbridge Words

8thMay 2019

WOODBRIDGE WORDS

CONTACT DETAILS
3509 Channel Highway,
Woodbridge, Tasmania 7162
Ph. (03) 6267 4667 Fax (03)62674808
Email woodbridge@education.tas.gov.au
Web www.woodbridgeschool.org.au
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