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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Firstly, thank you for such a warm welcome into the Woodbridge School community! I
have certainly hit the ground running, making the most of opportunities to meet students
and families as they arrive to school each day and by visiting lots of classrooms across the
school to get to know the students and staff. I will be doing a lot more of this over the
coming weeks as I settle in and focus on supporting families and staff in creating the best
15th August
possible opportunities for our students to learn to their potential.
Whole School
I grew up on the North West Coast of Tasmania in the small city of Devonport, and began
Activities for
my teaching career in the late 90’s and early 2000’s in the region, working in both primary
Science Week
and high school settings. After travelling overseas to live on the ski slopes and to paddle
white water, I returned to Tasmania. By this stage my family had relocated to southern
th
19 August
Tasmania, so I followed them south and resumed my teaching career. Since then I have
Grade 10
worked in a number of schools which have enabled me to develop my leadership skills
Preliminary
and philosophies. I strongly believe that improving student learning is a shared
Enrolment
responsibility, and our schools’ clear focus on collaboration to share expertise is a crucial
Hobart College
driver in enabling students to reach their learning potential.
I have been happily married to Emma for over 13 years, and we are raising two wonderful
girls, Clara (11) and Lizzie (8) who love to dance and play soccer with their friends. Our
19th-23rd August
daughters proudly attend their local Government school. When I am not working,
Book Week
standing on the sidelines at soccer or watching them dance in the eisteddfod’s I enjoy
running, camping with my family, boating and mountain biking in some of the great places
20th August
on offer around Tasmania with my friends.
Book Week
Some of you may be interested to learn that my Grandmother’s maiden name was Cairns,
Parade
and her family were orchardists who lived at Cairns Bay, so I grew up listening to stories
about the region.
As you would be aware our school values are Respect, Responsibility, Including Others
and Doing our Best. This term, we are focusing on Respect, and using respectful language.
For more dates
Teachers model respectful behaviour and respectful language in their interactions with
click on Calendar
colleagues and with students. In our Early Years classrooms, teachers model explicit
at the following
communication strategies to support children to initiate interactions and join in play and
address
social experiences. Early Years teachers also organise opportunities for children to
www.woodbridge
experience positive interactions through group play and learning tasks. In our primary
school.org.au
classes, teachers actively encourage positive interactions and explicitly model and
recognize positive, respectful interactions. In our high school classes, students further
Parents
develop their social skills (including using respectful language) through group learning tasks.
Emergency No.
I am very pleased to write that students across the school have been very warm and
0427 303 701
respectful in their interactions with me both in classroom visits and during break times
and as a newcomer to the school the positive way in which students are interacting is
Student Absence
certainly contributing to a very warm and positive school climate.
Contact No.
I will be attending lots of upcoming school events and I am out and about and the start
6267 4205
and the end of the school day near the carpark. Please take the opportunity to say hello,
I would love the opportunity to get to know you and talk about what is happening at the
school.
Shannon Bavage – Principal

WOODBRIDGE WORDS

Primary Assembly – August 8th
This week our assembly was presented by Chris, Marseilles, Charlotte and Molly from Grade 2/3.
They spoke really clearly and organised the items perfectly!
Prep/1 Blue
Prep/1 Blue shared some of their own compound
words they created. They drew lovely pictures to
match their words.

Grade 3/4
Grade 3/4 shared some information reports they wrote
about the Moon Landing for the 50th Anniversary. What a
great introduction to Science Week this week!
Grade 4/5
Grade 4/5 shared some of the work they have been doing
around nouns. They taught us about plural and singular
nouns and gave some great examples.
Grade 5/6
Grade 5/6 had been busy making MacroCreatures in Art. They shared their amazing
paper maché creations.
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Primary Assembly – August 8th
Dental Health Week
Last week was Dental Health Week. Our wonderful
Health Nurse came to talk to us about how to have good
dental hygiene and what things we need to remember
when looking after our teeth. Thanks Katherine! 
Merit Certificates
Prep/One B: Saffron, Andrea, Neo, Holly,
Prep/One Y: Serling, Zoe, Mia
Grade 2/3: Freya, Arlen, Jacob, Chris
Grade 3/4: Dylan, Haylee, Vanessa
Grade 4/5: Callum, Johnathon, Abby
Grade 5/6: Tyson, Jorja, Jenson, Henry
Values raffle
Congratulations to Liliana, Zoe, Angus, Carter, Isaac, Grace M, Bordeaux, Mara,
Haylee, Maya and Aida for winning prizes in the Values raffle.
Secret teacher
Ms Gill was the secret teacher this week and she picked Prep/1 Blue for their
respectful audience skills and for setting a great example to others.
Thank you to all the parents who were able to make it along to see what exciting things we’ve
been up to in our classrooms!

Book Fair
Viewing day will be Wednesday 21st Aug and classes will visit the fair to
make their wish lists. Sales day will be Thursday 22nd Aug and parents are
welcome to come in before school to make purchases on that day.
Located in C16, the Teaching & Learning Space. All are Welcome!!!
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Madison M – REACH
Madison has been struggling with anxiety for many years. She has tried many
different strategies to help her with this with little success. Lalita from Stress Free
Fast came and did a session with the REACH class around tapping and how it can
really change your life. Since the session at school Madison has not had one anxiety
attack and her Nan rang the school in tears saying, “I finally have my granddaughter
back- thank you for teaching her this tool that she can continue to use”.

Stress-Free Fast
FasterEFT, created by Robert G. Smith, addresses
the mind/body connection to give you control of
your thoughts and emotions. It is a combination of
acupressure, NLP (Neuro-Linguistic-Programming),
modern psychology and EFT (tapping). It speaks
directly to the subconscious mind and has the
capability to transform negative thought patterns,
limiting beliefs, painful memories, and unhealthy
emotions such as stress, anxiety, anger, guilt and
resentment. FasterEFT is a thinking system. It's a
system that will teach you why we have problems
and help you understand that problems aren't
really problems but merely creations from what we
hold within us. This means our life experiences are
accumulated, and that we just act from them. We
know that if you change how you represent things
in your mind your body will heal, your relationships
will improve, your attitude about yourself will
change and most importantly, the effects are lifechanging and the results are permanent. It's about
transforming how you think and how you represent
the world. It's a personal transformational tool.

Curriculum Links

Contributing to healthy and active communities:
Plan, implement and critique strategies to enhance health, safety and wellbeing
of their communities (ACPPS096 - Scootle )
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The Marine Discovery Centre presented at the Festival of Bright Ideas on Friday and Saturday to
celebrate Science Week. It was an exciting event to be a part of and our students represented
the centre with enthusiasm and knowledge around the animals in the touch tank.

Students that attended on Friday: Monica, Oliver, Laura and Harry
Students that attended on Saturday: Kaylah, Lily, Jay and Luke
These were a few of the talking points from the students:
“All these animals are invertebrates, which means they don’t have a backbone or internal skeleton
like us. Most (97%) animals are invertebrates. Most of these animals were collected by the teacher’s
snorkelling at Kingston Beach and Blackmans Bay beach in water no deeper than waist deep”.
Fun facts: sea urchins don’t have eyes per se but rather cells on the surface of their skin that can detect
light or dark. The skeleton of a sea urchin is made from calcium carbonate and is called a test. Urchins,
sea stars and some sea cucumbers can detect if they are upside down and will right themselves if placed
so.
Congratulations Sarah
Year 9 student Sarah Reid was part of KC Allstars Cheerleading Black Diamonds team that
travelled to Melbourne on the 10/11th August to compete in the Australian Allstars Cheerleading
Federations Cheer Battle competition. This is the first time a Tasmanian team has entered this
competition. It was run over 2 days with them competing on both days. The team took out 1st
Place which was a huge achievement and we are very proud of Sarah and all her other team mates.
They are now getting ready for the State Competition being held on the 17th August.
Pru Ryan - KC Allstars Cheerleading
Woodbridge Words
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Apple for the Teacher Nomination
Kellie Wilton has been nominated for this award by one of our parents. If you would like to get
behind her and vote please go to: https://www.7hofm.com.au/apple-for-the-teacher/home the
winner receives an Apple MacBook Air and an iPad for each of their students – these would be a
great addition to our Kinder classroom!
Grade 8 and Prep/1 Reading Buddies
Grade 8 students have been visiting their Reading Buddies in Prep/1 this term. The Grade 8
students have been listening to the Prep/1 students read their home reading books. The Grade
8’s have then read books they have chosen from the library to their younger buddies. They have
had a weekly focus on particular sounds and have been sound-spotting in their books and
developing their comprehension skills. This is a wonderful opportunity to help develop all
students’ oral and written questioning skills and developing strong friendships.

CONTACT DETAILS
3509 Channel Highway,
Woodbridge, Tasmania 7162
Ph. (03) 6267 4667 Fax (03)62674808
Email woodbridge@education.tas.gov.au
Web www.woodbridgeschool.org.au
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