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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to another edition of Woodbridge Words, it has certainly been another busy week of
learning here at Woodbridge School and Marine Discovery Centre. Before I delve into writing
about a subject I feel is very important, I would like to share a brief anecdote about getting used
to my new role as Acting Principal here at Woodbridge. While in a
meeting yesterday I received a call from the Marine Discovery
Centre, informing me that our students would not be able to sit
outside to have their lunch today as a large male seal was climbing
the outside stairs of the centre to try and reach the decked landing.
The seal was apparently agitated and calling aggressively. Although
this certainly wasn’t an emergency as the staff well and truly had the
situation in hand, I couldn’t help visiting the centre to see what all
the fuss was about. When I arrived I discovered a makeshift barrier
had been constructed from tables and bench seating to stop the big
seal from making his way to the front doors, and a slightly apprehensive Kari (Admin Clerk)
keeping watch outside while the students were busy learning all about the hermit crabs and sea
cucumbers safely inside. The seal, I soon discovered, was fast asleep underneath the MDC….
Now, onto the big topic this week. Our Early Childhood teachers are currently engaging in a group
inquiry into oral language development and the impact it has on children’s ability to learn to read.
I had the opportunity to sit with the teachers during one of last week’s planning sessions and
engage in discussion about aspects of reading in the K-2 classrooms. During the discussion I learned
that there has been a noticeable decrease in the number of entries in many student’s reading logs.
To create opportunities for students to practice their home readers and to read aloud to an adult,
many of our teachers are taking it upon themselves to create these opportunities first thing in the
morning before lessons are scheduled to start.

Reading to your child, and helping your child learn to read is one of the most important things you
can do as a parent or carer. Creating a bed time routine that includes time for a few minutes of
For more dates practice and positive encouragement of their reading efforts, helping them to use their reading
strategies such as sounding out words and looking at the pictures for clues is a fantastic way to
click on Calendar
help your child reach their potential in the classroom. Being able to read opens up the curriculum
at the following to your child and goes an enormous way towards building learning confidence and independence
address
in learning. We will include some strategies to support your child in their reading journey next
www.woodbridge week.

school.org.au
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My youngest daughter is almost 9 years old. My wife and I still read to her. We each have a book
we read to her on alternative nights before she goes to bed. I read one of the Harry Potter Books
and my wife reads a book from the fantastic Nevermoor series. As a father, this a wonderful
bonding time with my youngest daughter, as she often stops me to ask questions about the book,
make links and predict what might be happening next. I urge all of you to find time in your busy
schedules, invest some time in reading to and with your child.
At Woodbridge, we see parents as partners in learning. I would love to hear from our teachers
that there has been an increase in the number of reading log entries across the classes in the next
few weeks!

Shannon Bavage - Principal
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German Goethe Competition Results
On Wednesday September 4, the annual Goethe
Competition was held at the University of Tasmania. This
is a state-wide competition for all students of German
which included posters and poem recital categories.
Leading up to the competition, students from grades 2-7
each created a poster on the theme of mein Lieblingsfest
– my favourite festival. Students were tasked with
depicting a festival including brief descriptions and
captions in German.
In addition to the poster category, this year 17 students from grades 5-8 entered into the poem
recital category. Students were given a German poem which they had to memorise whilst
overcoming some pretty challenging pronunciation. Then, last Wednesday, students travelled to
the University and performed their poem in front of competition judges.
All our students did a fantastic job of overcoming such a
daunting task and showed outstanding dedication in practising
their poems at home or during their own time at school.
This week results were announced and it’s great to see
students’ hard-work acknowledged with Woodbridge
receiving an impressive list of prize winners and honourable
mentions.
A prize giving ceremony will be held for students’ families and
friends on Friday September 20 at Hobart College (starting at
7pm in A Block). Students coming first, second or third will receive prizes on the night and
Honourable Mentions will also receive a certificate.
Well done to all our students who competed!
Herr Deane
Name
Freya Hebblewhite
Nathan Silvester
Morgan Gilham
Alessia Varenica
Mathilda Hazchem

Prize
Honourable Mention
3rd Place (tied)
1st Place
Honourable Mention
3rd Place

Category
Grade 3 Poster
Grade 4 Poster
Grade 5 Poster
Grade 6 Poster
Grade 7 Poster

Lula Stredwick
Jessica Littman
Morgan Gilham
Jasmine Leurs
Luka Hazchem
Alessia Varenica
Mathilda Hazchem
Bridget Littman

2nd Place (tied)
3rd Place
Honourable Mention
Honourable Mention
Honourable Mention
Honourable Mention
Honourable Mention
Honourable Mention

Grade 5 Poem
Grade 5 Poem
Grade 5 Poem
Grade 5 Poem
Grade 5 Poem
Grade 6 Poem
Grade 7 Poem
Grade 8 Poem
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Health and Physical Education Report
On Wednesday, September 4th, 10 secondary students from Grades 7 – 10 travelled with Miss
Mannering to the Twin Ovals in Kingston to participate in an AFL Gala Day. Woodbridge
students helped Huonville High School to form a full team to play against Kingston High School
(Grade 7/8 Boys and 7-10 Girls teams). Miss Mannering was super impressed with our students’
willingness to compete against other high schools and the great sportsmanship that was shown
throughout the day. Miss Mannering and Mr Deane are hopeful for more Inter High Sports Days
in the near future.

Last Thursday, September 5th, Mr Woolley’s Grade 5/6 class was lucky enough to get a visit from
20 5/6 students from Huonville Primary School. Miss Mannering, along with their HPE teacher
Miss Kruse organised for the students to play a game of basketball and soccer together. All
students were super keen for some sport together and are very excited for more inter school
sports in the future. Thank you for the visit Huonville!
All Schools Triathlon Challenge
All forms have now been sent home with interested students. Payment and registration forms
must be returned by September 25th. Any extra forms can be collected from Miss Mannering.

Kettering Cricket Club Inc.
Junior Cricket Registration & Information Day
Saturday 21 September 2 to 4pm at Kettering
Oval For boys and girls aged 5 to 15
Junior Blasters – Master Blasters – Hurricanes Junior
League – Under 15’s
Contact: Tony “Gus” Owen on 0428 674508 or email
mow22122@bigpond.net.au
Our lost property is overflowing
We have a lot of lost property in the office. If you would like to have
a look for something your child has lost, please see the office before
the 21st of September 2019
After this time the lost uniform will be added to our second hand
uniform supplies. We hope we can send some uniform home!
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Prep / One Blue excursion to the MDC

Last Friday, the 6th of September, our class visited the MDC. Mr Walsh explained that we needed
to spot the different fish and shellfish that are in the MDC tanks. We were pretty good at spotting
the different animals! We also got to gently pat the sharks.
Next, we went into the touch tank room and got to spot and carefully hold the different animals
in this room. We then used the UV light torches to see the colours of the animals and seaweed
(algae) under UV light – they were amazing colours! We then got to make our own little aquariums
using the algae and animals, again being very careful.
After these activities, we split into small groups to work with our adult helpers. These activities
included making a Venn diagram about the similarities and differences between sharks and dolphins,
making a paper aquarium picture, constructing a sea animal and habitat plate and using microscopes
to look at the microscopic life in the water of the Channel.
Next, we watched some video footage of the sea life in the Channel from the baited camera that
was placed just near the jetty. We saw a very young shark – it was very cute! We also got to
feed the animals in the tank, before heading back to school.
Many thanks to Mr Walsh for organising these fun and educational activities. Many thanks to our
helpers: Jade, Chenoa, Joanna, James, Frances and Ms O’Halloran.

CONTACT DETAILS
3509 Channel Highway,
Woodbridge, Tasmania 7162
Ph. (03) 6267 4667 Fax (03)62674808
Email woodbridge@education.tas.gov.au
Web www.woodbridgeschool.org.au
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Arts Evening 2019

This year’s annual Arts Evening will be held on Thursday 26th September. We will be holding this
event across several areas of the school:
 Music, Drama and Media items in the Gym (6 – 7.30pm)
 Primary and Secondary Art Galleries will be in Rooms C17 and C18
 Class Displays in C16
 Media and MDT displays in the music room
 Additional Music items outside (if weather permits)
Entry to the live performances (6 – 7.30) WILL REQUIRE TICKETS which can be purchased
by filling out the form below. Students who are performing do not need tickets as we will factor
them into our seating arrangements.
Please do not leave your purchase of tickets until the last minute as seating is limited. The cost of
a ticket is a gold coin. Funds raised go towards hire of equipment for the evening.
Bruny Families
We will arrange for the Penghana to provide transport to Bruny and you will need to indicate this
as soon as possible. There is only room for 23 passengers so it will be first in, best dressed if there
are enough people to make it worthwhile running this service.
Evening Commences 4.30 – 7.30pm
C16, C17, C18 and the Music room will be open from 4.30pm to showcase student work from all
areas of the school. Food sales will be from 4.30 – 5.30pm and proceeds go to the Woodbridge
School Association. Live performances begin at 6pm.
Parents and Carers are asked to be seated by 6 pm for the performances to ensure the smooth
running of the evening. (Doors will open at 5.50). All primary students are asked to meet in the
Grade 5/6 classroom by 5.45 and the evening should be finished by 7.30 pm.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tickets for Entry to the Evening Performances (Gold Coin)
Please Note: Tickets are not required for performers.
We will require ……………tickets for the live performances and have enclosed $.......
Family Name ………………………………………………………..
Bruny Families: Tickets for ‘RV Penghana’ (Free)
Please note that tickets MUST be booked early – seats are limited!
We would like to book ……………tickets for the Penghana
Family Name ……………. .…………… ……………………………
Please send our tickets home with: …………………….…………………… (Student Name)
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