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Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to another edition of Woodbridge Words. This week I would like to focus on 

community spirit and engaging activities.  

Friday was a great day here at Woodbridge School. Lots of parents and people connected with 

the school community showed up to farewell Hamish Cunningham. His passion and commitment 

to the school over the last six and a half years has seen the school grow and develop into a 

fantastic, engaging and supportive school. The things that struck me most about the event really 

help highlight what sort of a school Woodbridge School is, and what it represents. The fact that a 

whole community came together to celebrate, and farewell Hamish shows the strength and 

closeness in the school community. Secondly, the fact that all 325 students (there were only 

around 140 when he started here at Woodbridge) were able to come together and sing a farewell 

song really highlighted the unity within the student cohort across the school. The students 

generally get along very well, and this is testament to the school value of including others and the 

way high school age students can mix in the playground with much younger students. It is 

important to acknowledge the fact that I am very aware that I have big shoes to fill by following in 

Hamish’s footsteps. 

 

I would like to reassure the students, teachers, parents and the wider community that I am and 

will continue to do my absolute best in ensuring that the students of Woodbridge School are 

considered first and foremost in decision making, and that it is my clear intention to build on the 

fantastic work that has already been accomplished here at the school to ensure the best possible 

educational outcomes for our students. 

  

Yesterday I accompanied Mr Woolley’s 5/6 Class on the walk to the Marine Discovery Centre. It 

was a great opportunity to talk with a few students in a less formal way and get to know a bit 

more about their strengths and interests. What a brilliant way to walk to a classroom: along the 

beach and through a park to a classroom surrounded by water. There really aren’t many places 

where students can do that! This was my first visit to the MDC while learning is in full swing. Our 

students were busy learning about Remote Operated Vehicles (ROV’s) and their applications in 

the marine environment, and then learning how to build a small scale ROV to test in the waters 

off the Jetty. This learning was led by Chloe, our Secondary MDC teacher. What a brilliant, 

engaging learning experience for our students. In the rooms next door, two classes of students 

were learning about marine mammals with Andrew our Primary MDC teacher, classifying the 

touch tank species into vertebrates and invertebrates. There were lots of excited students really 

enjoying their learning.  

 

Our pre-kinder students who are getting ready for their start next year had their first session on 

Friday morning. It was fantastic to see so many familiar faces amongst the group. Kellie Wilton 

our Kinder teacher informs me that there have been a very high number of our pre- kinder 

students who have been attending Sea Stars on a regular basis and some of the children have 

already made some nice friendships through our Launching into Learning program which will 

certainly help set them up for success. My story reading skills were certainly put to the test during 

the session, where I read Boris Monster for the pre-kinder group and their parents. The children 

were able to sit on the mat and listen quietly and it was only their first session, so Mrs Wilton was 

very pleased! 

Regards 

Shannon Bavage - Principal 
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Grade 10 visit to the MDC 

Grade 10 have started their Global Systems Unit, learning about the Carbon 

Cycle and its link with climate change.  We recently visited the Marine 

Discovery Centre (MDC) and took a trip on the MDC boat, the RV 

Penghana. Chloe Simons, the MDC Secondary Coordinator, talked to us 

about how increasing carbon in the atmosphere, from human activity, is 

being absorbed by the sea, causing ocean acidification (see image of students 

blowing into jars of sea water - the carbon dioxide in their breath 

demonstrates the effect of increased carbon using a PH indicator). We also 

tested water turbidity, water temperature and carried out an experiment 

to compare the impact of sea ice melt with land ice melt, on global sea 

levels.  It was a fun and very informative outing! 

 

Loose Parts for Kinder 

This year children seem to have a keen interest in using a tarp for cubbies, shelters, tents – anything 

with a roof. However, we only have one tarp and two horse blankets in our Loose Parts supply 
which greatly limits the possibilities of creativity. Do you have any old sheets, tarps, horse blankets 

or the like at home that you could donate to the Kinder? We would really appreciate anything that 

you can spare!  
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Our lost property is overflowing 
We have a lot of lost property in the office if you would like to have 

a look for something your child has lost, please see the office before 

the 21st of September 2019 

After this time the lost uniform will be added to our second hand 

uniform supplies. We hope we can send some uniform home. 

 

Hobart Hurricanes visit Woodbridge! 

 Last week students from Grades 3 – 5 were lucky enough to have a visit from some of 

the Hobart Hurricanes players. The players taught some of the basic skills such as 

bowling in a fun and engaging way. Students even had a turn at trying to hit a moving 

target (Hurricanes players) with their ball – luckily without success! There was a 

competition between two of their bowlers to see if they could hit a target (another player) and 

students had to guess whether there would be a hit or not. Students were also given the 

opportunity to ask questions about the team and were able to ask for autographs at the end.  

 

 
11th September 2019 

Aiming for a moving target 

 

Aiming for a Hurricanes player! Practicing bowling overarm. 
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Tayla – 10B 

Netball Unit 

Students undertook a 5 week unit on Netball. This involved learning the 

rules and skills of the game, fair play and umpiring and participated in an in 

school tournament. Tayla was awarded the Most Valuable Player. 

 

Curriculum Links 

Outdoor Learning: Years 9 and 10  

 In these years, students 
typically develop a deeper 
understanding of, and reasons 
for, codes of conduct in 
outdoor recreation activities. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

3509 Channel Highway,  

Woodbridge, Tasmania 7162 

Ph. (03) 6267 4667 Fax (03)62674808 

Email woodbridge@education.tas.gov.au  

Web www.woodbridgeschool.org.au 

 

mailto:woodbridge@education.tas.gov.au
http://www.woodbridgeschool.org.au/
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Arts Evening 2019 
This year’s annual Arts Evening will be held on Thursday 26th September. We will be holding this 

event across several areas of the school: 

 Music, Drama and Media items in the Gym (6 – 7.30pm) 

 Primary and Secondary Art Galleries will be in Rooms C17 and C18 

 Class Displays in C16 

 Media and MDT displays in the music room 

 Additional Music items outside (if weather permits) 

 

Entry to the live performances (6 – 7.30) WILL REQUIRE TICKETS which can be purchased 

by filling out the form below. Students who are performing do not need tickets as we will factor 

them into our seating arrangements.  

Please do not leave your purchase of tickets until the last minute as seating is limited. The cost of 

a ticket is a gold coin. Funds raised go towards hire of equipment for the evening.  

 

Bruny Families 

We will arrange for the Penghana to provide transport to Bruny and you will need to indicate this 

as soon as possible. There is only room for 23 passengers so it will be first in, best dressed if there 

are enough people to make it worthwhile running this service.   

 

Evening Commences 4.30 – 7.30pm  

C16, C17, C18 and the Music room will be open from 4.30pm to showcase student work from all 

areas of the school. Food sales will be from 4.30 – 5.30pm and proceeds go to the Woodbridge 

School Association. Live performances begin at 6pm. 

 

Parents and Carers are asked to be seated by 6 pm for the performances to ensure the smooth 

running of the evening. (Doors will open at 5.50). All primary students are asked to meet in the 

Grade 5/6 classroom by 5.45 and the evening should be finished by 7.30 pm.  

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Tickets for Entry to the Evening Performances (Gold Coin) 

Please Note: Tickets are not required for performers. 

 

We will require ……………tickets for the live performances and have enclosed $.......  
 

Family Name ……………………………………………………….. 

 

Bruny Families: Tickets for ‘RV Penghana’ (Free) 

 

Please note that tickets MUST be booked early – seats are limited! 

We would like to book ……………tickets for the Penghana 

 

Family Name ……………. .…………… …………………………… 

 

 

Please send our tickets home with: …………………….…………………… (Student Name) 

 

 


